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This talk highlights the new development mandate to 
transform our cities into “global cities,” a strategy to 
ostensibly combat the world’s biggest problems of
stagnant economic growth, environmental
degradation, and poor public health. Through
a comparative analysis of cities in the U.S.,
Europe, Asia and through a genealogy of the
idea of this new global urbanism, the talk
reveals some of the contradictions of the
strategy and its major effects, including the
spread of the financialization of the city,
social dispossession and urban revolt.
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