The Sociology of Islam

Secularism, Economy and Politics ool Keokin Edited by Tugrul Keskin

The contribution of Islam to world civilization is undeniable, however in
the last one hundred years, Muslims have been faced with all the effects and
ramifications of modernity, caused by the emergence of global capitalism.
What does modernity ultimately mean for Muslims, and how will the historical
precepts of Islam meet with changes in our globalized world?
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To date, most scholars on Islam have tried to understand Muslim societies
from historical observation alone; however, this simplistic academic approach
does not allow us to understand the entire transformation that has taken
place in Muslim societies. Sociological scholarship, on the other hand, argues
that it would be difficult to understand Islam without first understanding
the theoretical and practical underpinnings of the social structure of Muslim
societies which are embedded in the relationship between religion, the
economy, politics and society.
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This book, therefore, will make a connection between the economic system
and its social and political consequences within Muslim societies. To do this, it
examines the role of Islam within Muslim societies in the context of ongoing and
increasingly powerful neoliberal economic processes in a globalized world. The
Muslim understanding of secularism, modernity, the state, collective identity,
immigration, and Islamic political thought and economic life are all shaped
by forces of globalization and new market conditions. However, Islam also
influences the West and its perceptions of Islam because of the interdependent
relations brought about by the global economy. These interdependencies
create social and political transformation on both sides.
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1 dedicate this book to the children of the Stolen Generation in Australia who have been
oppressed, colonized and killed in the name of the civilization project. Removing children
[from their Aboriginal families in Australia between the years 1909 and 1969 was an
official government policy. As a result of this inhumane act, one out of every ten
Aboriginal children was taken forcefully from their families and placed in
missionary schools. I therefore dedicate this book to those who have suffered
at the hands of ‘civilization’ and the empire, to the children of the Stolen
Generation and to David Gulpilil Ridjimiraril Dalaithngu,
who reminds us of this stolen past and future ...
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The chief characteristic of the Islamic Concept of Life is that it does not admit a conflict,
nay, not even a significant separation between life—spiritual and life—mundane. It does not
confine itself merely in purifying the spiritual and the moral life of man in the limited sense

of the word. Its domain extends to the entire gamut of life. It wants to mould individual

life as well as the social order in healthy patterns, so that the Kingdom of God may really
be established on the earth and so that peace, contentment and well-being may fill
the world as waters fill the oceans. The Islamic Way of Life is based on this unique
approach to life and a peculiar concept of man’s place in the Universe.

Mawdudi, The Islamic Way of Life

The need of a constantly expanding market for its products chases the bourgeoisie over
the whole surface of the globe. It must nestle everywhere, settle everywhere,
establish connections everywhere.

Karl Marx, The Communist Manifesto
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Preface

Tugrul Keskin

The idea for this book flourished in my mind a couple of years ago,
when I was planning to attend the Southern Sociological Society (SSS)
meeting. The Sociology Department at Virginia Tech was the organizing
institution for the annual meeting, and we had planned to organize
panels and paper submissions, and were tasked with arranging the entire
conference. Michael Hughes, who was president of the SSS at the time,
and my mentor Dale Wimberley recommended that I organize a panel
on Islam and Muslim societies. At first I hesitated at the idea of organizing
a panel on Islam in the American South of Jim Crow. I thought it may
not be a good idea, and wondered who would participate and how many
sociologists study or focus on Islam and Muslim societies in the South.
But my concerns were unfounded. As a result of this very successful,
positive experience, I continued to organize panels on Islam and Muslim
societies at the SSS annual meetings over the next three years. I met with
some of the contributors in these meetings, including some wonderful
sociologists who influenced my academic path.

It is always difficult to list and thank all the people who help or
contribute to a project or research effort, because a large undertaking
such as this is a multidimensional effort, and is produced by not just the
researcher alone, but there is an important role played by those within
his or her social environment including friends, family, colleagues and
teachers. I would like to first thank all the contributors.

Thanks to all my friends for their critical insights and support,
and to those colleagues and fellow sociologists without whom this work
would not have been possible. In particular I would like to recognize
Dale Wimberley, Ted Fuller, Ellsworth Fuhrman, Tim Luke, Michael
Hughes, Terry Kershaw, Wolfgang Natter, Ananda Abeysekara, Judith
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Blau, Kemal Silay and Birol Yesilada for their valuable theories and
perspectives which I have explored further within my research. Thanks
also to William Robinson, William Dombhoff, David Harvey, Bryan
Turner, Charles Kurzman, Amy Goodman and thinkers, authors and
political figures who are not with us today but contributed to and shaped
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The Sociology of Islam

Tugrul Keskin

Those who do not rule in accordance with God’s
revelations are the disbelievers.

Al-Maeda (44) The Qur'an

The theological understanding of Islam has been studied for the last
1,400 years. But this understanding cannot fully explain current social,
political and economic transformations in the world today. In the modern
world, we have a global financial system, a nation state, an oil-based
economy, neo-liberal capitalism, popular culture, urbanization and social
movements. In order to understand these phenomena in relation to Islam
and Muslim societies, we must apply a sociological understanding of
Islam as Ibn Khaldun did in the Mugaddimah in the fourteenth century.

In this context, the study of Islam as a religion is a very specific
subject, but according to sociologist Anthony Giddens, every structure
(such as Islam) has human agency. In the context of Islam, the agents are
Muslims, and as sociologists, we systematically study Muslim behaviour
within the structure of the religion. We also look carefully at the current
and historic socio-economic and political context and the impact it
has on human agency and behaviour. In this way, sociology is uniquely
positioned to provide a multidimensional perspective and approach
to the study of Islam and Muslim societies. Therefore, the sociology of
Islam can be described as a systematic study of the social, political and
economic aspects and transformation of Muslim societies in the context
of an increasingly globalized world.

Today, we witness rapid changes in society, politics and the economy
as a result of technological innovations, urbanization and the increased
growth in access to education, as well as to media, as an overall trend.

(1]
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