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Abstract

In the Netherlands, the end of Roman times was gradually transformed into the beginning of the
Middle Ages. The centuries between ¢.400 and ¢.1000 AD have long been viewed as Dark Ages,
full of migrations, war and uncertainty, only temporally 'enlightened’ in the times of
Charlemagne. This negative view has obscured the richness of this period, with the largest gold
hoards and the healthiest people of pre-modern history. It has also obscured the global
connections that shaped these times. The ¢.630 AD hoard of Wieuwerd in the northern
Netherlands is full of Byzantine coins, Byzantine bronze tableware was found in Dutch high-
status graves of the Merovingian period, and Fatimidic jewelry reached the town of Maastricht in
the 10th century. Around 800 AD, the wealthy Carolingian town of Dorestad in the Netherlands
was part of a world-wide network in which goods and people moved from Bagdad to Rome and
from Scandinavia to Constantinople. The Netherlands were small then, as they are now, but they
were extrovert and internationally orientated. Early-medieval Europe had the city of
Constantinople as its largest jewel, but its northern fringe definitely had a golden lining.

Ozet

Hollanda’da Roma déneminin sonu Orta Cag’'in baslangicina dontismiistiir. Yaklasim MS 400 ve
1000 arasindaki yiizyillar, uzun bir zaman gogler, savas ve belirsizliklerle dolu, sadece gegici
olarak Sarlman zamaninda ‘aydinlanan’ Karanlik Cag olarak goriilmiistiir. Bu olumsuz bakis
agisy, pre-modern tarihin en biiyiik defineleri ve en saglikli insanlarina sahip bu dénemin
zenginligini golgelemistir. S6z konusu bakis agisinin golgeledigi diger bir konu da bu zamanlan
sekillendiren kiiresel iliskilerdir. Yaklasik MS 630’a tarihlenen ve kuzey Hollanda’da bulunan
Wieuwerd goémiisii Bizans sikkeleri ile doludur, Merovenj donemi Hollanda yiiksek statii
mezarlarinda bronz Bizans sofra takimlar1 bulunmustur ve 10. ylizyi1lda Fatimi takilar1 Maastricht
sehrine ulagmistir. Yaklasik MS 800’de, Hollanda'nin zengin Karolenj kenti Dorestad mallarin ve
insanlarin Bagdat'tan Roma’ya ve Iskandinavya’dan Konstantinopolis’e hareket ettigi diinya
capindaki bir agin parcas: idi. Hollanda o donemde giiniimiizde de oldugu gibi kii¢iik olmasina
ragmen disa doniik ve uluslar arasi odakli bir yapiya sahipti. Erken Ortagag Avrupa’sinin en
biiyiik cevheri Konstantinopolis olmakla beraber, kuzey ucu da siiphesiz ki dikkate degerdir.



