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Abstract

Luxury consumption in the Ottoman elite is reflected in the gift traffic
documented in various treasury registers of Ottoman grandees. These inventories also
contain for the greater part evidence about the donors and recipients of gifts, thus
pointing to networks established by Ottoman officials to achieve success as governors in
their province and to ensure they were highly regarded in the centre of power.

Although Ottoman critics of contemporary political conditions convey the
impression that a clear notion existed as to what corruption meant, in practice the
dividing line between gifts and corruption was rather blurred. The paper tries to
reconstruct contemporary perceptions of this problem.

Ozet

Osmanli elitindeki liiks tiiketimi, Osmanli ileri gelenlerine ait ¢esitli hazine
kayitlarinda belgelenen hediye trafigine de yansimistir. Bu envanterler ayni zamanda
hediyeyi veren ve alan kisiler hakkinda da kanitlar sunarak bolgelerinde yonetici olarak
basariya ulasmay:1 ve gii¢ merkezindeki sayginliklarini garantiye almay: amacglayan
Osmanli yetkililerinin kurdugu iletisim agina dikkat ¢ekmektedirler.

Dénemin siyasi kosullarini inceleyen Osmanli elestirmenleri yolsuzlugun ne
anlama geldigine dair gayet agik bir kavramin var oldugu izlenimini verse de, gercekte
hediyeler ve yolsuzluk arasindaki ¢izginin olduk¢a bulanik oldugu sdylenebilir. Bu
sunum sz konusu probleme ¢agdas bakis agilar1 getirmeyi amaglamaktadir.



