CONNECTIONS

IN PAST AND PRESENT
Istanbul Graduate Symposium on Archaeology

Saturday, December 19th 2009

First announcement and call for papers

On the 19th of December a graduate symposium on archaeology is organized by the Netherlands Institute in Turkey in Istanbul. The intention of the symposium is to bring together students from different universities who are currently working on or have recently completed MA or PhD level research projects.  

While much interesting and valuable research is done as part of graduate training, this is only seldomly shared with a larger audience. During the symposium ‘young scholars’ will get the opportunity to present their research in short presentations in an open and informal atmosphere. The symposium aims to be an interactive event at which research topics are exchanged, space for discussions is created, and during which students from different disciplines and universities meet each other. 

All people who are interested are welcomed as an audience.

Organizers
Karin Schuitema and Rik Vaessen, NIT fellows autumn 2009

Presentations

Master students, PhD students as well as recent graduates are invited to present their research in talks of 20 minutes. The broad title of the symposium indicates that various subjects are welcome. There are no limitations regarding subject and period, as long as it is somehow related to the theme of ‘Connections’, irrespective of whether these concern contacts between groups in the past, or are related to the practice of archaeology in the present-day. We envisage two sessions (see below).
The conference language will be English. If you feel unable to present in English, or  if the topic that you would like to present does not fully fit into the program as presented here please contact the organizers. We will look for a way to incorporate it. 
The deadline for submitting a topic (preliminary title and a short description) is the 13th of November 2009. Please note that we may have to select.

Part 1: Interregional contact in Anatolia, the Eastern Mediterranean and the Near East
This part includes topics of contact, exchange, trade between various groups and regions, from Prehistory to Modern Times, all in the broadest sense.
It will include for instance a lecture on Iron Age contacts between the Aegean and Anatolia: A closer look at the archaeological evidence for the Ionian migration to Miletos (Rik Vaessen, University of Sheffield and NIT fellow) as well as a presentation on Shared ‘international’  feasting traditions in the Near East and the Aegean in the Bronze Age and Iron Age (Karin Schuitema, NIT fellow), which is a search for the origins of the Greek Archaic Symposium.
Subjects to be addressed might include: immigrants, identity, conflicts and warfare, trade, the exchange of customs and objects. Socio-political issues can be tackled or attention can, for instance, be paid to ceramic or architectural studies, comparisons between case-studies of different excavations, state formation in ancient or modern times and the mix of identities from the regions, influences on art from various regions, the effects of colonial activity in ancient and modern times, or a theoretical view on exchanges and contacts.
Part 2: Archaeology and the public: contacts between Archaeology and the wider world

This part might include heritage questions, problems and solutions with case-studies, as well as interactions between excavations and local communities, or museum studies. Possible issues and questions to think of are: How can archaeology be presented to the public? (archaeological sites and museum exhibitions). What are the political implications of archaeological finds displayed in museums abroad? The travels and collections of foreign archaeologists in the 19th century. UNESCO and World Heritage Sites. Sustainable tourism at archaeological sites. 

Application
If you are interested in presenting your topic, please contact Ayse Dilsiz at the NIT (Netherlands Institute in Turkey): a.dilsiz@nit-istanbul.org and fill out the application form on the website before November 13th 2009. 
We encourage applications not only from people based in Istanbul but also from elsewhere. There is a very limited budget to aid in (domestic) travel and accommodation expenses. Please contact the organizers.
www.nit-istanbul.org/connections
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