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Professor George Gawrych will discuss Şemseddin Sami Frashëri’s (1850-1904) works for and about women.  Şemseddin Sami, who published the first Turkish novel (Taaşşuk-ı Talat ve Fitnat) and the book Kadınlar (Women), stands as an early Muslim advocate of women’s rights in the Ottoman Empire.

 Dr. Gawrych discovered Şemseddin Sami’s treatise on women while researching his last book, The Crescent and the Eagle: Ottoman Rule, Islam and the Albanians, 1874-1913 (2006). The discovery led him to explore further this Albanian Ottoman scholar’s writings on women. Dr Gawrych’s findings will appear this year as an article in the academic journal Middle Eastern Studies.

Dr. Gawrych, an associate professor at Baylor University in Texas, is currently in Ankara Turkey as a Senior Fulbright Researcher associated with Bilkent University. He is conducting research in the archives, libraries, and institutes of Turkey for a book on Ataturk and The War of Independence. 

Professor Gawrych is the author of two books, one on Ottoman history and the other on the Arab-Israeli wars:  The Crescent and the Eagle: Ottoman Rule, Islam and the Albanians, 1874-1913 (2006) and The Albatross of Decisive Victory: War and Policy between Egypt and Israel in the 1967 and 1973 Arab-Israeli Wars (2000).  He also published two short monographs on the Arab-Israeli conflict and numerous articles. 


The presentation will be given in English and free of charge. Those who are interested in attending the presentation need to fax or e-mail this form to TAA. For further information, please call TAA.
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