JOINT CONFERENCE:
DEBATE ON “CONSITUTIONS AND RIGHT TO ASYLUM”

UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES 

&
ISTANBUL BILGI UNIVERSITY

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and Istanbul Bilgi University jointly organize the conference on “Constitutions and Right to Asylum”. 
The conference will be held on 21st of November 2007 at Istanbul Bilgi University Dolapdere Campus. 

The meeting will be recorded and published as a book that will be handed out to the members of the parliament, universities and related organizations. 

Programme: 

21 November 2007, Wednesday

09:00 - 09:30

Opening speeches 
- Professor Dr. Aydın Uğur, Istanbul Bilgi University, Rector
- Professor Dr. Turgut Tarhanlı, Istanbul Bilgi University, Dean of Law School 

- Mr. Roland Schilling, UNHCR Representative a. i. in Turkey
09:30 - 10:45

General Presentation 
 Constitutional Reform and Institutional Approaches: 
 In which phase are we? Basic principles: What is our approach to basic   

 rights and principles? What are we going to do?  
Mr. Özdemir Özok, Turkish Bar Associations
Professor Dr. Ibrahim Kaboğlu, Democratic Initiative for a Free-Democratic and Egalitarian Constitution - December 10th Movement

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Serap Yazıcı, Science Committee 
Professor Dr. Güven Sak, Union of Chambers and Commodity Exchanges of Turkey

10:45 - 11:15

Coffee Break 

10:30 - 13:00

First Session 
Status of Asylum as a basic human right in human rights documents and modern constitutions / Judicial binding of the concept of international protection./ Preparations for Asylum Right and Constitutional Reform in Turkey:    
Different Perceptions, Concerns, Asylum and Economic Migration
Presentation: “Historical evolution of the concept of asylum in Turkey” by         

                        Prof. Dr. Kemal Kirişçi, Department of Political Science and  

                        International Relations, Boğaziçi University 

Panel discussion  
Moderator:  Metin Corabatir,  UNHCR
13:00 - 14:00

Lunch Break 
14:00 - 16:00

Second Session  
Possible Results of Inclusion of Right to Asylum into the New Constitution. If the Right to Asylum Should be in the Constitution, How Should it be Included?   

Panel discussion

Moderator:  Prof. Dr. Nermin Abadan Unat, Department of Political Science and International Relations,  Boğaziçi University
16:00 - 16:30    Break 

16:30 - 17:30    Closing Session 
Date :    21 November 2007, Wednesday

Venue:  Istanbul Bilgi University, Dolapdere Campus, Court Hall

             Dolapdere, Istanbul 

Language of the Conference: Turkish
Simultaneous translation: English
