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An international Conference to celebrate and evaluate 75 years if the World Service

This conference brings together academics, broadcasters, policy makers and members of the public to debate the past legacy of and future challenges to international broadcasters. Through the prism of BBC World Service and similar broadcasters, we address questions of media freedom and responsibility, public and cultural diplomacy, diasporic and transnational media practices.
Since 1932, BBCWS (formerly the Empire Service) has provided a home from home for the worldwide British diaspora. Audiences for its 33 foreign language services (radio; internet; Arabic and Farsi TV stations planned for 2007 and 2008) also include diverse diaspora and migrant populations. As an institution, it has long employed diasporic (including exilic and refugee) artists, writers and intellectuals, providing them with a creative home and political opportunities. Little is known about why and how migrant and diaspora groups connect with each other via BBCWS, but many turn to it at times of disaster or crisis, praise its objectivity and, increasingly, use its on line facilities as an arena of transnational debate (e.g. Africa have Your Say). Its authoritative reach across national and diasporic boundaries may seem paradoxical, given that is funded by the Foreign and Commonwealth Office and has a remit to serve British interests abroad. BBCWS is in transition. After its Empire and Cold War phases, it is now, arguably, redefining its functions and target audiences. 
We invite contributions from of historical and contemporary interest that address the following questions:

· How do international broadcasters like the BBCWS function as agents of public diplomacy and cultural brokerage? 
· How do they mediate conflicts and debates over cultural, ethnic, religious and political identities? 
· How do they connect diasporic groups and mobilise identities? 
· How do choices about language and translation affect the meanings of texts, and how are texts translated and transformed by audiences, in everyday acts of interpretation?
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