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Dear History doctoral student,

there is a lot of discussion going on about how to reform and improve “third cycle” or doctoral studies. The 45 countries that have signed the Bologna agreements have agreed to apply common general guidelines for doctoral studies as well as for the first two cycles.

Our History Network participates works very closely with the “Tuning Educational Structures in Europe” project, to create the necessary reference points and guidelines to design and implement good history programmes at all levels. We have already published our findings on the first two cycles (“bachelor” and “master”), and now we are finishing our work on the third or “doctoral” cycle.

The general idea is that the educational process should be in the interest of the student and prepare him/her for a rewarding professional life, and also for personal culture and citizenship.

We would like to have your views about how to do this: you are the real experts on how doctoral studies are organised today and how they could be improved and made more appropriate for your present and future needs.

Particularly, there is much discussion about how to be sure that ‘doctors’ have broad knowledge and capabilities, not only very very specialised knowledge. We think that in doing specialised research, you are gaining many “competences” that will be useful in many areas of life and not only for doing more specialised research! But whatever your employment will be in the future, certainly you will need many other competences as well (maybe you will need to know how to work in teams, direct personnel, use ICT, manage projects, organise conferences, teach and do many other things as well).

So we are sending you a questionnaire or table to fill out, and we ask you to please be so kind as to fill it out and send it to isaacs@stm.unipi.it and l.burgisano@stm.unipi.it before 4 December. This way we can report on our findings and organise a good discussion about them before the end of the year.

We know you are busy, but it won’t take very long to fill out this table: it will be a great help to us if you do so, and we hope very useful for future generations of doctoral students.

Thank you for your help.

Prof. Ann Katherine Isaacs

Coordinator, CLIOHnet2
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