Harmonizing Turkish Asylum Policy and Accession to the EU: Bottlenecks, Challenges and Prospects*
5-6 May 2006

Rectorate Conference Hall, Boğaziçi University, Istanbul
Conference co-organized by the Center for Europeans Studies of Boğaziçi University (BU), Middle East Technical University (METU) and Ankara Branch Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
May 5, Friday

13:30 – 14:00
Registration

14:00 – 14:15
Welcome Notes


Cem Behar, Vice-Rector for Academic Affairs, BU, Turkey


Grégoire Ulrich, First Secretary (Immigration), Swiss Embassy
14:15-15:00
Panel I: “Turkish membership to the EU and asylum policy issue”



Chair: Kemal Kirişci, Director, Center for European Studies, BU, Turkey
Gesche Karrenbrock, Representative,UNHCR, Turkey 

Kadir Ay, Deputy Head of Department, Foreigners, Border and Asylum, Directorate General of Security, Turkey
Atila Eralp, Director, Center for European Studies, METU, Turkey
15:00-15:30 
Keynote speech – “EU Harmonization in the Human Rights Context – New Members States’ Experience”
Roman Wieruszewski, Judge, Refugee Board, Poland   
15:30-16:00 
Coffee break
16:00-18:00 
Panel II: “Assessing the European Common Asylum Policy”


Chair:  Gesche Karrenbrock, Representative, UNHCR, Turkey
Jeff Crisp, Special Advisor, Policy and Evaluation, UNHCR (former Director of Policy and Research, Global Commission on International Migration)

Andrew Geddes, Professor, Sheffield University, United Kingdom 
Sandra Lavanex, Professor, Bern University, Switzerland
18.00-18:30 
Discussion / Q&A
19:00 
 
Reception at the Kennedy Lodge, Boğaziçi University
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EMBASSY OF SWITZERLAND     




May 6, Saturday
10:00-12:00
Panel III: “Adapting to the European Common Asylum Policy: Reflecting on the   Administrative and Legislative Experience of Member States and New Accession Countries”



Chair: Roman Wieruszewski, Refugee Board, Poland
Jacek Chlebny, President of the Warsaw Administrative Court, Poland 

Ferenc Koszeg, President of the Hungarian Helsinki Committee 

Boldiszar Nagy, Professor, Eötvös Lorànd University, Hungary
Jan Sikuta, Judge of the European Court of Human Rights, Strasbourg
Wojciech Trojan, Senior Refugee Law Training Officer, UNHCR, Turkey
12:00-12:30
 Discussion/Q&A 

12:30-14:00 
 Lunch
14:00-16:00
Panel IV: “Harmonizing Turkish asylum policy: Bottlenecks, challenges and    prospects” 

Chair: Atila Eralp, Director, Center for European Studies, METU, Turkey
Bülent Çiçekli, Professor, Police Academy, Ankara 

Derya Durmaz, International Catholic Migration Commission, Istanbul
Fulya Kip, Professor, METU, Turkey
Kemal Kirişci, Director, Center for European Studies, BU, Turkey

Levent Korkut, Hacettepe University and Amnesty International, Turkey
16:00-16:30 
Discussion/Q&A

16:30-17:00 
Coffee break

17:00-18:30
Round Table Discussion 


Chair: Kemal Kirişci, Director, Center for European Studies, BU, Turkey
Ayhan Bilgen, Mazlum Der, Ankara 

Murat Çelikkan, Helsinki Citizens’ Assembly, Istanbul
Başak Kale, Oxford University / METU
Taner Kılıç, Amnesty International, Turkey 
Pınar Tanlak, General Directorate of the EU Affairs, Ankara
Bertan Tokuzlu, Professor, Bilgi University, Istanbul

Melih Ulueren, Head of Dept., Asylum / Migration, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Murat Yasul, Superintendent Responsible of EU Projects, Gnrl. Dir. of Security

Halim Yılmaz, Amnesty International, Istanbul
18:30 

Closure
* Simultaneous translation from Turkish into English and English into Turkish will be provided
_1208080513.bin

